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move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 525, R. 
Nicholas Burns, of Massachusetts, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America to the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Brian Schatz, Martin Heinrich, Alex 
Padilla, Jacky Rosen, Margaret Wood 
Hassan, Dianne Feinstein, Benjamin L. 
Cardin, Richard Blumenthal, Angus S. 
King, Jr., Jon Ossoff, Bernard Sanders, 
Christopher Murphy, Sheldon White-
house, Sherrod Brown, Christopher A. 
Coons. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 440. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Claire D. 
Cronin, of Massachusetts, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to Ireland. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 
a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 440, Claire 
D. Cronin, of Massachusetts, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to Ireland. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Brian Schatz, Martin Heinrich, Alex 
Padilla, Jacky Rosen, Margaret Wood 
Hassan, Dianne Feinstein, Benjamin L. 
Cardin, Angus S. King, Jr., Richard 
Blumenthal, Jon Ossoff, Bernard Sand-
ers, Christopher Murphy, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Sherrod Brown, Chris-
topher A. Coons. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 323. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Marcela 
Escobari, of Massachusetts, to be an 
Assistant Administrator of the United 
States Agency for International Devel-
opment. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 

a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 323, 
Marcela Escobari, of Massachusetts, to be an 
Assistant Administrator of the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment. 

Charles E. Schumer, Robert Menendez, 
Patrick J. Leahy, Patty Murray, Maria 
Cantwell, Sheldon Whitehouse, Brian 
Schatz, Debbie Stabenow, Catherine 
Cortez Masto, Christopher A. Coons, 
Ron Wyden, Margaret Wood Hassan, 
Edward J. Markey, Benjamin L. 
Cardin, Richard J. Durbin, Tina Smith, 
Elizabeth Warren, Angus S. King. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 317. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Marc Evans 
Knapper, of California, a Career Mem-
ber of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 

a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 317, Marc 
Evans Knapper, of California, a Career Mem-
ber of the Senior Foreign Service, Class of 
Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Brian Schatz, Martin Heinrich, Alex 
Padilla, Jacky Rosen, Margaret Wood 
Hassan, Dianne Feinstein, Benjamin L. 
Cardin, Angus S. King, Jr., Richard 
Blumenthal, Jon Ossoff, Bernard Sand-
ers, Christopher Murphy, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Sherrod Brown, Chris-
topher A. Coons. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 320. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Rufus Gifford, 
of Massachusetts, to be Chief of Pro-
tocol, and to have the rank of Ambas-
sador during his tenure of service. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 
a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 320, Rufus 
Gifford, of Massachusetts, to be Chief of Pro-
tocol, and to have the rank of Ambassador 
during his tenure of service. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Brian Schatz, Martin Heinrich, Alex 
Padilla, Jacky Rosen, Margaret Wood 
Hassan, Dianne Feinstein, Benjamin L. 
Cardin, Richard Blumenthal, Angus S. 
King, Jr., Jon Ossoff, Bernard Sanders, 
Christopher Murphy, Sheldon White-
house, Sherrod Brown, Christopher A. 
Coons. 
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, fi-
nally—No. 22—I move to proceed to leg-
islative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 572. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Gabriel P. San-
chez, of California, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Ninth Circuit. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 
a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 572, Gabriel 
P. Sanchez, of California, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Ninth Circuit. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Debbie Stabenow, Chris Van Hollen, 
Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Christopher A. 
Coons, Benjamin L. Cardin, Patty Mur-
ray, Alex Padilla, Tina Smith, Ben Ray 
Luján, Sheldon Whitehouse, Mazie K. 
Hirono, Elizabeth Warren, Jeff 
Merkley, Cory A. Booker, Brian 
Schatz. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the manda-
tory quorum calls for the cloture mo-
tions filed today, December 15, be 
waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the following nominations 
en bloc: Calendar Nos. 539 and 540; that 
the Senate vote on the nominations en 
bloc without intervening action or de-
bate; that the motions to reconsider be 

considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate; that any statements related to 
the nominations be printed in the 
RECORD; and that the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the nominations 
en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nominations of Rostin 
Behnam, of Maryland, to be Chairman 
of the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission; and Rostin Behnam, of 
Maryland, to be a Commissioner of the 
Commodity Futures Trading Commis-
sion for a term expiring June 19, 2026 
(Reappointment), en bloc? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session and be in 
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, had 
there been a recorded vote, I would 
have voted no on the confirmation of 
Executive Calendar No. 606, Dawn N. 
Ison, of Michigan, to be United States 
Attorney for the Eastern District of 
Michigan for the term of four years. 

f 

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF S. RES. 268 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to take note of the enduring sup-
port by the American people and by 
this body for the cause of democracy 
and human rights in Poland. 

It is difficult to acknowledge so 
much time has passed, but it was 40 
years ago this week, on December 13, 
1981, that the Soviet-backed com-
munist government and General 
Wojciech Jaruzelski declared a state of 
war in Poland. People called it ‘‘mar-
tial law;’’ in fact, it was quite literally 
a war declared by a government on its 
own people. 

The U.S. Senate, led by the late 
statesman and Senator from New York, 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan, acted quick-
ly to adopt S. Res. 268. On December 15, 
on the last day of the first session of 
the 97th Congress, this body adopted by 
vote of 95 to 0, S. Res. 268, ‘‘on the im-
position of martial law in Poland.’’ 

The resolution declared that: 
‘‘it is the clear and unassailable right of 

the Polish people collectively to determine 
their own future’’ 

It also directed that: 
‘‘the President and his Administration 

should consult intensively with our allies to 
develop a concerted and sustained response 
to the threat to the democratization process 
in Poland.’’ 

By 1989, thanks to continuing support 
for the people of Poland that this Sen-
ate expressed 40 years ago today, de-
mocracy prevailed in Poland. 

Only two Members of today’s Senate 
were present and voting on December 
15, 1981, and I want to express my ap-
preciation, these many years later, for 
their support for the resolution: Sen-
ator CHARLES GRASSLEY of Iowa, then 
in his very first year in the Senate, and 
Senator PATRICK LEAHY, then already 
in his second term in the Senate. 

The trade union Solidarity had 
emerged on August 31, 1980, at the 
Gdansk Shipyard when the communist 
government of Poland signed the agree-
ment allowing for its existence. Lech 
Walesa and others soon formed a broad 
anti-Soviet social movement ranging 
from people associated with the Catho-
lic Church to members of the anti-So-
viet left. Polish nationalism, together 
with pro-American liberalism, played 
an important part in the development 
of Solidarity in the 1980s. Solidarity 
advocated nonviolence in its members’ 
activities. In September 1981, Solidar-
ity’s first national congress elected 
Walesa as its president and adopted a 
republican program, the ‘‘Self-gov-
erning Republic’’. 

The first resolution adopted by 
Solidarnosc, at its First Congress in 
1981, expressed a vision for the world, 
one based on the principle of its name. 
It stated: 

The ultimate goal of Solidarity is to create 
dignified conditions of life in an economi-
cally and politically sovereign Poland. By 
this, we mean a life free from poverty, ex-
ploitation, fear and lies, in a democratically 
and legally organized society. 

By December, the government in 
Warsaw and its backers in Moscow de-
cided that they had enough of an asser-
tive civil society. And so martial law 
was declared and the repression com-
menced, 40 years ago this week. 

The terrible repression next door in 
Belarus today compares, but even it 
does not match the brute force of the 
war against the people of Poland de-
clared by General Jaruzelski, the si-
multaneous deployment of hundreds of 
thousands of riot police, soldiers, 
armed vehicles, and tanks to occupy all 
workplaces and cities and to crush the 
resistance of an entire society orga-
nized in independent, self-governing 
unions. Yet Solidarity lived. 

A democratic movement in Belarus 
also lives today. It is not inevitable, 
however, that it will win, just as it was 
not inevitable that Solidarity would 
win. Much depended on the indomitable 
will of the Polish people—and also on 
the actions of Western democracies. 

The first people in the United States 
to stand up on behalf of the people of 
Poland were writers and intellectuals 
who formed the Committee in Support 
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